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Wisconsin Community Media Announces the 2022 Best of the Midwest 
Media Fest Winners 

Wisconsin Community Media (WCM) is announcing the winners of the 2022 Best of the 
Midwest Media Fest.  The Best of the Midwest Media Fest Banquet and Show, which is 
open to the public, is being held on Thursday evening, May 12 at the Park Hotel in 
Madison.    Tickets are $50. 

The purpose of the fest is to recognize and promote the shows being produced or 
distributed through Public, Education, and Government Access TV media centers and to 
provide feedback to producers on their work.   WCM has been sponsoring the fest since 
1998.  In 2012, it opened the fest up to a nine-state region that coincides with the 
boundaries of the Alliance for Community Media Midwest Region.   For several years, the 
Fest has also welcomed LPFM radio shows to enter.   

This year, television and radio producers from Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, North 
Dakota and Wisconsin working through 36 media centers won 43 Excellence Awards 
(gold), 54 Achievement Awards (silver) and 48 Merit Awards (bronze).  Each program 
was viewed and critiqued by four judges. 

“Best in Show” awards are given to the top scoring programs in ten categories (for all of 
the winners, see the attached table).  This year’s winners in four categories are: 

Best Public Access Program. Amateur Level:  The Outpost, Producer: Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) Chapter 17 Winnebago County; Oshkosh Media.  Professional 
Level:  Promo: Eagan Women of Note; Producer: Josh Sibley; Eagan Television. 

Best Government Access Program.  Oshkosh Aviation Business Park Promo, 
Oshkosh Media Staff. 

Best Educational Access Program.  Amateur Level: Spartan Football vs. 
Jefferson Eagles produced by community producers at WMCF McFarland.  
Professional Level:  Homecoming 2021, Paul Zwicker and Josiah Wampfler, OCA 
Media, Oregon. 

Best LPFM Radio Program.  Amateur Level:  Around the Block – Women of the 
Blues produced by Mike Lyster, Oshkosh Media.  Professional Level:  Radio Access 
102.5 Producer Liner, Produced Roger Marks and Ben Smith, Dakota Media Access, 
Bismarck, ND.   

A complete list of all award-winning programs follows. 
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Media Center 
City

State Media Center Award Best in Show Producers Program Title Entry Category Entry Level

Coralville IA City of Coralville CoralVision Achievement Jon Hines Coralville Public Library's Curbside Pickup How to/Instructional Professional
Coralville IA City of Coralville CoralVision Excellence Jon Hines The Show Must Go Online Performing Arts Professional
Elk Grove Village IL EGTV - Village of Elk Grove Television Excellence Debbi Dennison A Walk in the Park Magazine Format/News Professional
Elk Grove Village IL EGTV - Village of Elk Grove Television Achievement Ross Rowe 2021 Elk Grove High School Commencement LIVE Professional

Mount Prospect IL
Mount Prospect Digital 
Communication

Excellence Steve Martini
Shining Star - Community Partner Award - Nicholas & 
Associates

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Mount Prospect IL
Mount Prospect Digital 
Communications

Achievement Howard Kleinstein 2021 Mount Prospect Veterans Day Ceremony LIVE - Virtual Professional

Mount Prospect IL
Mount Prospect Digital 
Communications

Achievement Steve Martini Shining Star  - Home Town Award - Joey Carbone
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Achievement Janice Newman Y? Why Not! Entertaining During COVID Personality Professional
South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Achievement Janice Newman Y? Why Not! Series - Virtual Amateur
South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Merit Janice Newman Y? Why Not! Series - Virtual Professional
South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Achievement Janice Newman Y? Why Not! Show - From Fire to Faith Talk Show Amateur

South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Excellence
Virtual Show - 
Amateur Level Janice Newman Y? Why Not! Show - Surviving COVID 19 Talk Show - Virtual Amateur

South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Excellence Janice Newman Y? Why Not! Show - Renewed Life Talk Show - Virtual Amateur

South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Excellence Janice Newman
Y? Why Not! Show - Challenges of
Women In Ministry

Talk Show - Virtual Amateur

South Holland IL WCM Individual Member Merit Janice Newman Y? Why Not! - Fighting MMA Style Talk Show - Virtual Professional
Urbana IL Urbana Public Television Merit Bourema Ouedraogo Art Now Series Professional

Ottawa KS Government Access Channel Excellence
Small PEG 
Access Center - 
Pro Level

Mat Simonson Stormwater Spring 2021 PSA Professional

Ottawa KS Government Access Channel Achievement Mat Simonson Bad Astra 2021 PSA Professional

Salina KS Salina Media Connection Achievement Paul Wood
Kansas Beats the Virus: VAXX: Origins, Corona Origins, 
and Mask Origins Series Professional

Bloomington MN
BCAT & Southwest Community 
Television (SWTV) Excellence Jeffrey T Strate The Spring Documentary/Feature Professional

Bloomington MN
BCAT & Southwest Community 
Television (SWTV) Achievement Jeffrey T Strate Democratic Visions: Mayday Books Documentary/Feature Professional

Bloomington MN
BCAT & Southwest Community 
Television (SWTV) Merit Jeffrey T Strate Democratic Visions Series Professional

Bloomington MN
BCAT & Southwest Community 
Television (SWTV) Merit Jeffrey T Strate Steve Cwodzinski: Beyond the Lesson Plan

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Bloomington MN
Bloomington Community Access
Television

Excellence Maria Moreno-Farias Hablando Entre Panas MN Talk Show Amateur

Dayton MN WCM Individual Member Achievement Nadia Giordana UFOs, UAPs, Whatever... Documentary/Feature Amateur
Eagan MN Eagan Television Excellence Hailee Boston How to tie your ice skates How to/Instructional Professional
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Eagan MN Eagan Television Excellence Hailee Boston CARES Grants Save Eagan Businesses
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Eagan MN Eagan Television Excellence Hailee Boston Everyday Heroes
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Eagan MN Eagan Television Excellence Josh Sibley
Eagan Women of Note Presents: Back for the
Holidays

Performing Arts Professional

Eagan MN Eagan Television Excellence Josh Sibley Eagan Football vs. Burnsville Sports Professional

Eagan MN Eagan Television Excellence
Public Access 
Program - Pro 
Level

Josh Sibley
Promo: Eagan Women of Note 2021 Winter Concert Station ID/Program 

Promo
Professional

Bismarck ND Dakota Media Access Achievement
Moriah Crow Eagle, Nils 
Landin, Clay Rising Sun, Dr. 
Cheryl Kary

The Red Gaze Talk Show Professional

Bismarck ND Dakota Media Access Merit Rob Dixon A Musical Journey with Rob Dixon Series Professional

Bismarck ND Dakota Media Access Excellence
LPFM Radio - 
Pro Level

Roger Marks and Ben Smith Radio Access 102.5 Producer Liner
Station ID/Program 
Promo

Professional

Bismarck ND Dakota Media Access Excellence Shannon Huber Recovery Chronicles with Shannon Huber Talk Show Professional
Beloit WI BeloitTV Achievement Elisabeth Balistreri Penny for Your Thoughts Series Amateur

Beloit WI BeloitTV Excellence
Ian Nie, Jonathon Kelley and 
Anton Cross

Music at CELEB Performing Arts Professional

Beloit WI BeloitTV Merit Jonathon Kelley Beloit City Council Meeting Meeting Coverage Professional

Beloit WI BeloitTV Excellence
College Student  
- Amateur Level Oliver Reed

Medium as Storytelling: A Video Essay on Video Games
Documentary/Feature Amateur

Beloit WI BeloitTV Achievement Rosie Pasqualini Can't Unread Talk Show Amateur

De Pere WI De Pere TV Merit Justine Braun
Michael J. Walsh Plaza Dedication 

Local Events Professional

De Pere WI De Pere TV Merit Justine Braun The Mayor's Corner Series Professional

De Pere WI De Pere TV Excellence Justine Braun The Story of a Street Sign
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

De Pere WI De Pere TV Excellence Justine Braun The Mayor's Corner - Promo
Station ID/Program 
Promo

Professional

Janesville WI JATV Media Services Achievement Staff of JATV
The Nutcracker Ballet - Beloit Janesville Symphony

Entertainment Professional

Janesville WI JATV Media Services Merit Alan Luckett Dance 2021 Entertainment Professional
Janesville WI JATV Media Services Achievement Bujar Sadiku and Alan Luckett Janesville Jolly Jingle Lighted Holiday Parade LIVE Professional
Janesville WI JATV Media Services Merit Alan Luckett LWV City Council Candidates Forum LIVE - Virtual Professional
Janesville WI JATV Media Services Merit Alan Luckett Music at the Marv Series Professional
Janesville WI JATV Media Services Merit Tina Breeze Wahlers Janesville Police Department Awards 2021 Local Events Professional
Kenosha WI Kenosha Community Media Merit Jason Rimkus Just Talkin' with special guest Ana Belaval Talk Show - Virtual Professional

Marshfield WI Marshfield Broadcasting Excellence Kris Kelly
Hub City Presents: Sheltering Hearts, Orenda Center 
Charity Drive Talk Show Amateur

Marshfield WI Marshfield Broadcasting Merit Tom Loucks Holiday Parade Local Events Professional
Marshfield WI Marshfield Broadcasting Merit Mary Asplin Lights, Camera, Polka Performing Arts Amateur
Marshfield WI Marshfield Broadcasting Merit Mike Weigel Holiday Stress PSA Amateur
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Marshfield WI Marshfield Broadcasting Merit
Mike Warren and Kris 
Leonhardt

Youth Logo Contest PSA Amateur

Mc Farland WI McFarland Cable WMCF Achievement
Client: Schools - 
Amateur Level Ben Becs Spartan Football vs Jefferson Eagles Sports Amateur

McFarland WI Village of McFarland WMCF Achievement Ben Becs
Girls Basketball: McFarland Spartans vs Edgerton 
Crimson Tide Sports Amateur

McFarland WI Village of McFarland WMCF Achievement Nicholas Boucher New Year's Reading Eve
Magazine Format/News - 
Virtual

Professional

McFarland WI Village of McFarland WMCF Achievement Nicholas Boucher Bike Safety with the McFarland PD PSA Professional
McFarland WI Village of McFarland WMCF Achievement Patrick Heasty Spartan Football vs Edgerton Crimson Tide Sports Amateur
McFarland WI Village of McFarland WMCF Achievement Stephanie Miller Badger West Conference Girls Swim Meet Sports Professional

Milwaukee WI Milwaukee City Channel 25 Merit Paul Karczewski
Mayor's Public Hearing on the 2022 City of Milwaukee 
Budget Meeting Coverage - Virtual Professional

Milwaukee WI Milwaukee City Channel 25 Achievement Robert Smetana Proyecto LIMPIO y VERDE 2021 PSA Professional
Milwaukee WI Milwaukee City Channel 25 Achievement Tom Loppnow Rethinking Mobility PSA Professional

Monona WI Monona Community Media Achievement
Produced by 
Youth

Monona Grove AV Club The Silver Edition Talk Show Amateur

Monona WI Monona Community Media Achievement Monona Community Media The San Damiano Property
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Oregon WI OCA Media Achievement Frank Caruso Traffic Stop Educational Video PSA Professional
Oregon WI OCA Media Achievement Frank Caruso Officer Gilbertson On His Bicycle PSA Professional

Oregon WI OCA Media Excellence Frank Caruso Oregon Life - Hobbyist Dave Batker
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Oregon WI OCA Media
Significant 
Community 
Program

Frank Caruso Oregon Life

Oregon WI OCA Media Excellence Josiah Wampfler Two Tickets Please! Series Professional

Oregon WI OCA Media Merit Paul Zwicker
Torhorst Insurance Sponsorship Ad

Paid 
Commercial/Sponsorship 
Spot

Professional

Oregon WI OCA Media Excellence
Client:  Schools - 
Pro Level

Paul Zwicker and Josiah 
Wampfler

Homecoming 2021 LIVE Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Excellence
Public Access 
Program - 
Amateur Level

DAV Chapter 17 Winnebago 
County

The Outpost Talk Show Amateur

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Merit John Nieman The Place to Be, Oshkosh Series Amateur

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Excellence
Ken Walker and Daryl 
Duchatschek

Oshkosh Ice Hawks 2021-2022 Season Talk Show Amateur

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Excellence
LPFM Radio - 
Amateur Level

Mike Lyster Around the Block - Women of the Blues Entertainment Amateur
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Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Excellence
Virtual Show - 
Pro Level Oshkosh Media

League of Women Voters Candidates Forum -
Oshkosh Common Council

LIVE - Virtual Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Merit Oshkosh Media Oshkosh Holiday Parade Local Events Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Achievement Oshkosh Media
Oshkosh Police Department 2020 Annual
Awards Ceremony

Local Events Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Excellence Oshkosh Media Oshkosh State of the City Local Events - Virtual Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Excellence

Client:  
Government - 
Pro Level

Oshkosh Media Oshkosh Aviation Business Park Promo PSA Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Excellence Oshkosh Media
Oshkosh Public Museum "White Christmas"
PSA

PSA Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Achievement Oshkosh Media
Oshkosh Public Museum "The Nostalgia
Awakens" PSA

PSA Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Merit Oshkosh Media
Oshkosh Fire Department Food and Toy Drive
PSA

PSA Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Achievement Oshkosh Media Oshkosh Community Calendar Series Professional

Oshkosh WI Oshkosh Media Achievement Oshkosh Media Oshkosh State of the City Promo
Station ID/Program 
Promo

Professional

Oshkosh WI UW-Oshkosh Titan TV Merit Adam Castle UWO Community Celebration LIVE Amateur
Oshkosh WI UW-Oshkosh Titan TV Merit Brady Bierman Titan TV News Magazine Format/News Amateur
Oshkosh WI UW-Oshkosh Titan TV Achievement Eric Krueger UWO Football vs. UW River Falls Sports Amateur
Rice Lake WI Rice Lake Community Media Merit James Wyngaard Red Cedar Choir - Sing We Now of Christmas Performing Arts Professional

Ripon WI The Ripon Channel Achievement Riley Icenogle
Ripon Area Community Theater presents "A
Christmas Carol"

Performing Arts Amateur

Sevastopol WI Sevastopol TV Excellence Pat McDonald The Future's So Bright I Gotta Wear Shades Entertainment Professional

Sheboygan WI Sheboygan WSCS Achievement
Sheboygan County Chamber 
of Commerce

First Friday Forum: Candidate Forum LIVE Professional

Sheboygan WI Sheboygan WSCS Merit
Sheboygan County Public 
Health 

Together We Will Persevere Pandemic-Related PSA Professional

Sheboygan WI Sheboygan WSCS Merit
Matthew Grenoble and Scott 
Mealiff

Airport CBP Opening
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Stoughton WI Stoughton WSTO Merit Spencer Meier Stoughton Fire Prevention Week Series Amateur

Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit
Aaron
Oppenheimer and Chris 
Mertes

Inside Your City with Aaron and Chris Series Professional

Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Achievement Andy Schoenherr What Are We Building? Talk Show Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit Bill Baker Good Morning Sun Prairie Personality Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Achievement Christine Bright The Parenting Game Series Professional
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Excellence Dan Presser Sun Prairie News Magazine Format/News Professional
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Excellence Eric DeVries Wisconversations - Political Administration Talk Show - Virtual Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit Greg Bump Greg's List Entertainment Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Achievement Heather DuBois Bourenane SPARC Spring Candidate Forum LIVE - Virtual Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Achievement Jamison Rabbitt Reel Reviews Series Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit Jeff Robbins Groundhog Day 2021 Entertainment Professional
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit Mark Gonwa Sounds of Soul and Memories of Motown LIVE Amateur
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Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit Mark Gonwa Take Immediate Cover Personality Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit Mark Gonwa Bluesology Personality Amateur
Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit Mark Gonwa Song Archaeology Series Amateur

Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Merit
Mike Powers, Bill Baker, 
Jamison Rabbitt

WIAA Sectional Final: Sun Prairie vs.
Mukwonago

Sports Professional

Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Achievement Sara Milewski, Sandy Xiong Multicultural Fair Radio Reboot Series Amateur

Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Achievement
Sun Prairie Media Center 
Staff

Sun Prairie High School Commencement
Ceremony

LIVE Professional

Sun Prairie WI Sun Prairie Media Center Achievement
Produced by 
Seniors Tim Hatfield The Making of the Wetmore Park Splash Pad

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Amateur

Watertown WI Watertown TV Achievement Jourdan Westenberg Did You Know About TextMyGov? PSA Professional
Watertown WI Watertown TV Achievement Jourdan Westenberg Find Your Opportunity PSA Professional
Watertown WI Watertown TV Achievement Mark Ward Watertown Riverfest 2021 Entertainment Amateur
Watertown WI Watertown TV Excellence Max Alexander How The Walk Signal Works PSA Professional

West Allis WI West Allis City Channel Achievement David Danielson West Allis Public Works Tour
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

West Allis WI West Allis City Channel Achievement David Danielson West Allis Living Streets: Drew York
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

West Allis WI West Allis City Channel Achievement David Danielson Flight of Beauty and Unity
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

West Bend WI West Bend Community Television Achievement John Ehlke 12 Days of Christmas- West Bend Entertainment Professional
West Bend WI West Bend Community Television Excellence John Ehlke West Bend Winter Warm Up- 2021 Local Events Professional
West Bend WI West Bend Community Television Excellence John Ehlke Police Recruitment- 2021 PSA Professional
West Bend WI West Bend Community Television Excellence John Ehlke Business of the Month Series Professional

West Bend WI West Bend Community Television Excellence John Ehlke
The City - West Bend Community Memorial
Library

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Westby WI WCM Individual Member Excellence
Dan Small and Mark 
LaBarbera, producers

Deer Hunt Wisconsin 2021 Documentary/Feature Professional

Trempealeau 
County

WI WTCO Merit Derek Westby
Discover Trempealeau County: Strum
Community Trails - June 2021

Talk Show Professional

Trempealeau 
County

WI WTCO Merit
Nancy Bergman and Mary C. 
Anderson

History Files: Disappeared Documentary/Feature Amateur

Trempealeau 
County

WI WTCO Merit
Nancy Bergman and Mary C. 
Anderson

History Files: Childrens' Blizzard Documentary/Feature Amateur

Trempealeau 
County

WI WTCO Achievement
Nancy Bergman and Mary C. 
Anderson

History Files 2021 Series Amateur

Trempealeau 
County

WI WTCO Achievement Rick Joten and Drew Martin Them Coulee Boys Concert 7/2/21 Performing Arts Professional

Trempealeau 
County

WI WTCO Achievement Rick Joten and Drew Martin
Discover Trempealeau County: Tenba Ridge
Winery

Talk Show Professional

Whitewater WI Whitewater Community TV Excellence
College Student 
- Pro Level Michael Hilliger Police Patrol Officer PSA

Computer-
generated/Animation

Professional

Whitewater WI Whitewater Community TV Merit Michael Hilliger Gems of Whitewater Series Professional
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Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Excellence

Cultural or 
Ethnic Heritage - 
Amateur Level

DJ Doerrler
Central Wisconsin Cultural Center - Hispanic Heritage 
Exhibit

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Amateur

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Achievement Joe Bachman Wisconsin Rapids Community Theater PSAs Series Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Merit Joe Bachman What's Cookin'? Series Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Merit Joe Bachman Dive Into the Rapids - Out of the Box Coffee
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Merit Kevin Bargender Zoo Chats Series Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Achievement Kevin Bargender
4th Annual Sunrise Rotary - Mini-Ryder Cup Classic 
2021

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Merit Kevin Bargender
Wisconsin Rapids Fire Chief Scott Young
Retirement

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Merit Kevin Bargender
Wisconsin Rapids Aquatics Center | Sights and
Sounds

Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media Merit Kevin Bargender Wanders Pass - From Book to Film
Short Form 
Documentary/Feature

Professional

Wisconsin 
Rapids

WI Wisconsin Rapids Community Media
Significant 
Community 
Program

Kevin Bargender Wastewater Treatment Plant Virtual Tour
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